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AXE THE 

BEDROOM 

TAX! 
Since they came to power in May 

2010, the Tory-Lib Dem Government 

has used the economic problems 

caused by the financial crisis to 

attack public services and ordinary 

people. All this while flogging off the 

NHS to their rich friends, as well as 

cutting their taxes.  

 

They have also launched attack after 

attack on those who claim welfare 

benefits – the sick, disabled, 

unemployed and underpaid. Despite 

the fact that they, helped by the 

media and the Labour Party, have 

launched a dishonest propaganda 

war against those who need to claim 

benefits.   

They like to claim that a lot of 

people claiming benefits are 

dishonest, or ‘scroungers’. But 

nothing could be further from the 

truth. In fact: 

� Benefit fraud is only 1% of the 

level of tax avoided and evaded by 

the rich and big business. 

 

� The majority of people legally 

claiming benefits actually work.
1
 

� 68.9% of the welfare budget is 

actually for pensions.
2
 

� The scheme run by the French 

multinational corporation ATOS to 

‘assess’ disabled people’s ‘fitness to 

work’ has led to terminal cancer 

patients and paralysed people being 

assessed as ‘fit to work’! Also, many 

people with crippling mental 

illnesses have been judged ‘fit-to-

work’, despite clearly not being able 

to hold down a job because of their 

condition. 

�The housing benefit budget is too 

high because of a lack of social 

housing being built, and the greed of 

private landlords. The ‘bedroom tax’ 

is an unfair extra charge on top of 

housing benefit cuts. 

 

 

It has already led to people being 

evicted because they cannot afford 

the extra cost, can’t afford to move 

or there are no suitable properties 

to move to. 

                                                           
1
 Source: 

www.theguardian.com/politics/2013/ap

r/06/welfare-britain-facts-myths 
2
 Source: www.ukpublicspending.co.uk/ 

 

In other areas such as Edinburgh and 

Knowsley near Liverpool, the local 

housing association has reclassified 

‘spare’ bedrooms as other types of 

room, meaning that tenants do not 

have to pay extra under the unfair 

new rules.  

 

 

 

The North Devon Trade 

Unionist and Socialist 

Coalition calls on North 

Devon Homes to adopt this 

policy of reclassifying spare 

rooms.  

We also call on councillors 

to put pressure on North 

Devon Homes to do this, 

and also to provide funds to 

meet the shortfall in 

housing benefit which has 

resulted from the 

Government’s changes. 
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Come to our ‘Axe the 

bedroom tax’ in North 

Devon campaign meeting: 

 

Wednesday 27
th

 November 

Starts 7.30pm 

7 Poltimore Lawn, 

Frankmarsh, Barnstaple. 

Contact us for more details. 

 

A Warning to Our MP 

Nick Harvey – you have 

an imposter! 

 

 

 

When in North Devon, MP Nick 

Harvey is frequently seen opposing 

some of the consequences of 

Government policy, including the 

savage cuts and privatisation 

suffered by our public services.  

Given his strong feelings on these 

matters, we thought we should 

warn him that he has an impostor! 

Someone in Westminster is 

pretending to be him, and voting for 

the same cuts and privatisations 

that he opposes locally!  

We can only hope that the impostor 

is caught and punished, so that 

nobody gets the impression that 

Nick Harvey does one thing in 

Westminster, and says something 

else entirely in North Devon. 

 

‘RECESSIONS CAN HURT, 

BUT AUSTERITY KILLS’ 
 

 
 

The Government’s austerity 

policies of radically cutting public 

spending while reducing taxes for 

the rich are having a devastating 

effect. Don’t just take our word for 

it. The prestigious British Medical 

Journal (21
st

 September) has 

published research showing that 

the effects of increased 

unemployment, job insecurity, 

decreased earnings increase the 

suicide rate dramatically. 

 

But as the authors point out, this 

isn’t just due to the recession: 

“where governments chose 

austerity measures to tackle 

national financial debt the impact 

is worse. In contrast, active 

programmes to keep as many 

people in work or other 

meaningful activity and to support 

community healthcare and 

benefits can reduce or even fully 

counter these effects.” 

 

Only a programme of public 

spending to increase 

employment, public services, and 

the social safety net can 

counteract the dreadful effects of 

austerity. They are also more 

likely to get the economy growing 

again, in contrast to the Tory-Lib 

Dem ‘slash and burn’ approach. 

 

 

ABOUT North Devon 

Trade Unionist and 

Socialist Coalition 

 
North Devon Trade Unionist and 

Socialist Coalition was set up in 

2011, uniting socialists, trade 

unionists, and community 

campaigners. We are part of the 

national Trade Unionist and 

Socialist Coalition which 

campaigns to defend public 

services from the cuts and 

privatisations pushed by all the 

main parties. 

 

Your local contacts (below) can 

be contacted by emailing 

tuscnorthdevon@gmail.com  
 

Forches and Whiddon Valley  

Doug Lowe 
 

Frankmarsh, Gorwell and Yeo Vale 

Peter Jordan 
 

Newport and Town Centre 

Jim Lowe 
 

Sticklepath 

Mark Harper 

 

CONTACT US:  

 

North Devon Trade Unionist 

and Socialist Coalition 

 

55 Victoria Street, 

Barnstaple 

 

Phone: (01271) 328235    

Text: 07902 495637 

 

tuscnorthdevon@gmail.com 

www.tusc.org.uk


